ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

Sanitary  Condition 


OF  THE 

Hartismere 
Rural  District 

Year  ending  DECEMBER  31st,  1923. 


EYE  : 

A.  G.  Roper,  Printer,  Church  Street. 


I 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITION 

OF  THE 

Hartismere  Rural  District 

For  the  Year  ending  31  st  December,  1 923. 


To  the  HARTISMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  state  of 
your  District  for  the  year  ending  on  December  31st,  1923. 

The  District  covers  an  area  of  49,199  acres,  and  has  a 
population  estimated  as  10,920. 

The  district  is  wholly  agricultural  and  contains  no  large 
factories. 

The  extent  of  the  district  is  from  the  River  Waveney  on  the 
North  to  the  boundary  of  the  County  of  West  Suffolk  on  the 
West,  and  that  of  the  rural  areas  of  Bosmere,  Claydon  and 
Hoxne  on  the  South  and  East. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  by  means  of  public  wells  and  private  wells  and  ponds. 
There  are  37  wells  under  the  control  of  the  Council  directly  and 
one  large  pond,  which  is  used  as  a public  water  supply.  Sixteen 
public  wells  have  been  cleansed,  or  otherwise  repaired  and 
improved;  four  other  wells  have  also  been  cleansed  and  repaired. 
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Six  samples  of  water  have  been  brought  to  me  for  analysis : 
Three  satisfactory;  two  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  One  ot 
these  latter  samples  was  analysed  a second  time,  and  found 
improved. 

Five  new  certificates  were  granted  for  water  supplies  under 
the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  1878. 

RIVERS  AND  SEWAGE. 

No  case  of  pollution  has  been  reported  to  me. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  is  no  complete  system  of  sewage  in  the  district. 

The  drains  of  a few  of  the  houses  at  Palgrave  are  connected 
together  and  to  a common  cesspool,  and  are  kept  under  the 
Council’s  direct  control.  These  have  caused  no  complaint  during 
the  year.  I 

A similar  system  exists  at  Mendlesham. 

Sixteen  houses  have  been  provided  with  new  drainage,  and 
in  26  cases  the  drains  have  been  repaired. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION* 

Large  privies  are  still  most  popular  in  this  rural  district, 
and  are  a frequent  cause  of  sanitary  trouble. 

During  the  year  32  privies  have  been  repaired,  seven  con- 
verted into  earth  closets  ; 13  new  earth  closets  have  been  provided 
and  one  new  water-closet. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  is  collected  in  large  brick  bins  or  added  to 
manure  heaps,  and  when  these  are  close  to  cottages  a serious 
nuisance  occurs  sooner  or  later. 

I cannot  see  why,  in  at  least  the  large  villages,  a system  of 
brick  incinerators  similar  to  those  used  in  camps  should  not  be 
used. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Nuisances  arising  under  this  heading  are  most  often  due  to 
manure  heaps  near  dwelling-houses.  Refuse  heaps  for  tins, 
etc.,  cause  flies  and  dirt  to  accumulate.  Pig-sties,  being  not 
infrequently  very  badly  constructed,  are  a grave  nuisance. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  makes  frequent  and  systematic 
inspections  throughout  the  entire  District. 
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The  extent  of  this  work  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 

252  statutory  notices  issued. 

213  verbal  notices  given. 

32  privies  cleaned  and  repaired ; five  removed  from 
objectionable  places. 

7 privies  converted  into  earth  closets. 

13  new  earth  closets  provided  and  one  water-closet. 

16  houses  provided  with  new  drainage. 

26  house  drains  repaired  and  trapped. 

12  dead  wells  emptied  and  cleansed. 

1 new  dead  well  made  and  two  filled  up. 

20  foul  ditches  cleansed. 

19  heaps  of  manure  removed.  I 

3 premises  cleansed.  ' 

7 cases  of  overcrowding  abated. 

1 1 cases  of  nuisances  from  pigsties. 

8 gipsy  vans  removed,  owing  to  want  of  sanitary 

accommodation. 

2 dustbins  cleansed. 

15  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

The  sewage  tanks  at  Palgrave  and  Mendlesham  have  been 
kept  in  order. 

The  Diss  Urban  Sewage  Works  have  caused  no  nuisance. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  only  schools  in  the  District  are  the  Elementary  Schools. 
These  are  inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  They  have 
been  closed,  as  below,  owing  to  infectious  colds,  etc.,  by  the 
advice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

It  has  been  unnecessary  to  close  them  owing  to  notifiable 
diseases. 

Occold  School  ..  closed  19  May — 11  June  ..  Influenza. 
Thrandeston  School . . closed  25  Sep. — 19  Nov.  . . Measles. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  is  entirely  from  farms.  The  farms  send  a 
considerable  amount  regularly  to  the  large  towns.  All  dairies 
and  cowsheds  are  now  required  to  be  registered.  There  are  now 
57  registered  as  1 1 new  registrations  have  been  made,  and  four 
premises  closed. 
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There  is  a great  improvement  in  the  cowsheds  of  the  district, 
and  m all  cases  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  meet  the  sanitary 
requirements.  In  many  cases  a considerable  improvement  could 
still  be  made. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water,  for  the  milkers  to  use  both  for 
their  own  hands  and  the  udders  of  the  cows  and  also  for  pleansing 
the  milk  cans,  should  be  considered  imperative  in  every  dairy  or 
cowshed. 

MEAT. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir;  but  the  three  registered  and 
licensed  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  and  found  in 
order. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  notifiable  disease  in  the  area, 
except  in  the  case  of  chicken-pox,  which  is  not  notifiable,  under  a 
special  order. 

5 cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred. 

4 erysipelas. 

14  of  pneumonia. 

1 puerperal  fever. 

1 encephalitis  lethargica. 

24  chicken-pox. 

3 tuberculosis  of  lungs. 

5 surgical  tuberculosis. 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Yaxley;  and  one  case  of  diphtheria  admitted  from 
Hoxne  R.D.C. 

These  notifications  again  compare  very  favourably  with  the 
rest  of  England  and  Wales,  as  the  following  table  shows: — 


Diseases. 

Cases  Notified  in 
the  District. 

Case  Rate  per 
1,000  living, 
England  and  Wales. 

Case  Rate  per 
1,000  living, 
Hartismere  R.  D. 

Small  Pox 

0 

0.06 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

5 

2.23 

0.45 

Diphtheria 

0 

1.04 

0.00 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

0 

0.08 

0.00 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0.06 

0.09 

Erysipelas 

4 

0.32 

0.36 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN-PLANNING  ACT. 

461  houses  were  inspected  and  87  subsequent  visits  paid. 
50  houses  were!  found  defective. 

55  houses  were  repaired. 

9 closing  orders  were  made  and  one  house  closed. 

3 houses  repaired  after  closing  order  was  made. 

7 cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated. 

In  reference  to  the  last  matter,  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  these  cases,  as  the  rents  of  bigger  houses  are  beyond 
the  means  of  families  of  large  numbers;  also,  there  is  still  a 
serious  shortage  of  houses,  and  the  fact  that  some  houses  cannot 
be  rented,  but  are  only  for  sale,  accentuates  this  trouble. 

During  the  past  year,  the  repairs  to  much  of  the  house 
property  have  been  really  substantial  in  character. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  register  contains  119  names. 

FACTORIES— 

18  steam  and  windmills. 

1  sewage  farm. 

WORKSHOPS— 

15  motor  car  or  motor  cycle  repairers. 

1 metal  plate  worker. 

24  blacksmiths. 

7 carpenters. 

4 wheelwrights. 

4 wheelwrights  and  carpenters. 

9 builders. 

3 plumbers. 

1 coachbuilder. 

4 harnessmakers. 

4 dressmakers. 

2 bootmakers. 

2 tailors. 

1 basketmaker. 

3 cycle  repairers. 

16  retail  bakehouses. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  have  been  made,  and 
all  the  premises  are  in  good  order. 


BIRTHS. 


The  corrected  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was 
212,  being  a rate  of  19.4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  19.7  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  was  1 19,  a rate  of  10.89  per 
1,000,  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11.6 
per  1,000.  r 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  11,.  being 
a rate  of  50.19  'per  1,000  births,  the  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  being  69  per  1,000  births. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases,  and  both  were 
successful. 

I have  to  thank  the  Inspector  and  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  help  during  the  past  year. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  E.  BARNES,  m.d.,  lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HARTISMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1923.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 week. 

1-2  weeks. 

jij 

% 

CO 

c* 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

0 

O 

a 

9-12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

OB 

® 

Certified 

Uncertified 

6 

6 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

! 

i 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Congh 

''Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

[other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

r Diarrhoea 

L Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis... 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  o verlaying  . . . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations 

. Premature  Birth... 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
. Marasmus 

Other  causes 

2 

4 

1 

: 

... 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Totals 

6 

r 

i 

6 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year  : legitimate,  197  ; illegitimate,  15. 


HARTXSMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1923. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

(Civilians  only.) 

Male 

Fem’le 

All 

ages 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  up. 

1 

Enteric  Fever 





— 



— 

— 





_ 

2 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





3 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



4 

Scarlet  lever 

— 

— | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





5 

Whooping  cough 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargioa 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

7 

9 



— ■ 

— 

— 

5 

4 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15 

Cerebral  hemorrhage,  &o. 

8 

4 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

16 

Heart  Disease 

10 

6 

16 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

18 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

4 

11 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

2 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea.  &c.  funder  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

26 

27 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

28 

pregnancy  and  parturition 
Congenital  debility  and  mal- 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

formation,  premature  birth 

4 

2 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

13 

15 

28 

1 

1 

4 

4 

18 

32 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| 



— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

63 

56 

119 

10 

1 

9 

31 

64 

Males. 

Females. 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — Total 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Total  Births 

114 

98 

Legitimate 

109 

88 

Illegitimate 

5 

10 

Population  ...  ...  ...  10,920 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

STATISTICS.  Year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 

1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  ....... 

(2)  General  death-rate 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  ...... 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ........ 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  - 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  - 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

I. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910- 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  - 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning 

* etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  - - - - - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ------- 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ----- 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ------- 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ------  - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ------ 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ------- 

3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  Improve- 
ment Schemes  unde  (a).  Part  I.,  or  (b),  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890: — 

(1)  Name  of  area  ........ 

(2)  Acreage  --------- 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  - - - - 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of  the  Hous- 
ing, Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919  ------- 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of  each 
officer  ------------ 

*10.59  per  1,000.  +0.35  per  1,000  births. 

^Sanitary  Inspector;  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
§0.5  per  1,000. 


10,920 
119* 
7 § 
lit 
2,441 
2,141 
0 

461 

461 

9 

50 

55 


3 

50 

55 

9 

1 

3 


